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I. That the Proprietie of Tyrhes is not in the hands of 


| THE 


CIVILL RIGHT 


| TYTHES: 


R, 
The Countrey Incumbent his 


Clayme thereto. 


IWherein are divers Reaſons held forth ; 


the Land-holder. 

II. Nor in the hands of the State. 

III. That it is, and ought to be, in the hand of the 
Incumbent. 


BY 
B. A. a faithfull well-wiſher to the Parliament, 


to the Armie, to the Common- wealth, and to all 
the People of God in England. | 


PRO. 22. 28. 
Remove not the ancient Bound which thy Fathers baue ſet. 
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, is not any ſiniſter reſpect, that puts me 
| on this undeſired Worke; neither is ĩt any 
E ſelſe-End, that made me, the unmeeteſt of 
5 77 others, to undertake this imployment be- 
2 4 fore others: But the Glory of God, the 
FG VE £ Good of the Miniſterie, the Honour of our 
* Natior, the Advancement of Religion, the 
Supporting of Learning, the Peace, Tranquillitie, and Wel- 
fare of the Parliament, of the Armie, and of the Common- 
wealth ; as alſo due reſpect to an Order made in the latter 
end of July, whereby libertic is granted to any to tender the 
Incumbents claymes in the proprietic in Tytbes : Theſe were 
the ſole and onely Ends which I herein aymed at, 

In clearing of the Truth in hand, I (ball firſt of all (God 
willing) lay downe ſome Reaſons 5, firſt, Privative, why the 
Proprietie-of Jyiber can neither be in the Land- holder, or 
People, nor in the State and Common-wealth : ſecondly, 
- Poſntive, why the Proprietic of Tythes is in the hand of the 
Incumbent :. And then ſhall I briefely anſwer ſome Objecti- 
ons, which the Petitioners cammonly pretend againſt the 


lying and receiving of Tyebez, 
. The Proprietie of Hibe- is not in the hands of the 
Land- Holder; or of the People: for, ; 
: Fic, Our Law not onely diſtinguiſherh the W 
A 2 c 
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1 | 
theLand-holder,or of the Fade, from the Incumbents and 
r tenth part; but after Tyther are ſet out, it ma- 

th it a like Trefpas in the Land- hoſder to carry away the 
Ththe , as ſor an Incumbent or Improprlator to carry a 
wrong Stieafe, or Cock. For whereas it is Felonie ina firan- 
ger, that can pretend no Proprietie, to take either of their 
Cocks or Sheafet away; it is not Felonic ac to the 
Law an pol out bandhdut an equal or like Treſpas 
in the Land- holder, or of him that taketh YHibey, thus to 
miſtake. The Law alſo givetk him power, without asking 
leave, to come on the Land-holders groundꝭ either in Enclo- 
ſure, or common Field, if he pleaſe, to demand Hibes, and to 
carry it away, when it is once {ct out. Theſe and an hundred 
the like part ieulart, that might be inſtanced in, clearly ſhew, 
that there is the ſame Proprietie in the Incumbent for his 
Tenth, as there is in the Land-holder for his Nine parts. 
But ſecondly, What ſeeke I any other proofe ? when as b 
the great Patronsof Juſtice, the ſudges of our Land, it hat 
brene oft delivered at the Grand Afizes in their Charges to 
this effect, That the Law giveth the Incumbent or Impro- 
riator the ſame right for his Tenth, as the Land- holder 
'ath to his other Nine parts. Whereby it doth moſt evidently 
appeare, that the Proprietie of Tythes-is ſo farre from being 
in the Land- holder, tliat if there be in bim a Proprietie for 
the Nine parts, there is alſo a Proprietie in the Incumbent,; 
or Impropriator, for his Tenth : otherwiſe, how have theſe 
the ſame right to the one, as they havetothe other ? Now 
the great Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth be pleaſed in merey 
to reſtraine theſe, that ſo vigoroufly and actively goe about 
to Petition to take away the Tenth, that many of them may 
not, to the overthrowi of all- Proprietie, goe about after- 
wards to take away the Free-holders Nine parts, intending 
the taking away of-Tythes-as the laying of a Foundation to 
bring in Communitie;and to take away all Proprietie what- 
ſdever in the Free- holder and Tenant. Di. cn 
Thirdly , The poſſeſſion of Tyther hath not-beene-in the 
hands of the Land- holder, but of the Incumbent,not onely 
ſince, but many hundred yeares before the Normen Conqueſt, 
| vithout 
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without alteration, in the = Concuſſions that this Land 
hath beene toſſed up and downe with. And would they de- 
fire to have theſe Tythes , which their  Anceſtars for many 
| hundred yeares never enjoyed? Neither were theſe in the 
hands of the Land-holder, when haply many thouſands of 
theſe Petitioners Anceſtors firſt planted and ſeated them- 
ſelves in this Land. 

Fourthly, The Land-holder, or People, can have no Pro- 
prictie in Hibe/ by Purchaſe, for neither they nor theic 
Anceſtors did ever purchaſe them ( theſe being in the 
Incumbents hand long before they, or their Anceſtors, 
purchaſed their Inberitances in England.) The Tenth be- 
ing never purchaſed by themſelves, or their Anceſtors ; 
How can they thinke , that they have any Propriecie 
In it ? 

I I. The Proprietie of Hibe/ is not in the hands of the 
State, or Common- wealth. 

Firſt, The Lawes which the Parliamenis have made,ſhew 
the contrarie : Amongſt the reſt, the Statute of Afortmain, 
a Law ſtill in force; by which, if they gave any thing to 
the Church (as they then tiled it) it was then bz the Statute 
ſuppoſed to be in a dead hand (for ſo the words AMor:main 
importeth.) It was thereupon enacted, to prevent ſuch 
further Donations , That if any did give in that manner 
afrerwards, without ſpeciall Licence, ic ſhould be by that 
Act forfelted to the King, or State: If the Proprietie of 
theſe Gifts, or the like, had beene in the States hands, how 
was it enacted as a Penaltie, or Forfeiture, to prevent theſe 
further Gifts and Donations, That if any did give, it 
ſhould'be forfeited to them? If the Gift made it theirs, 
why was the Forfeiture added? Surely, the Forfeiture ali“ 
enated the Proprietie from him, on whom the Donour 
intended it: Vea, the Parliament needed nos to have 
Decreed, that it thoald be a Forfeiture to the State, if 
the State had the Proprietie of it by the Gift. The Par- 
liament, by this Act of theirs ; and other Parliaments, by 
continuance thereof, without o_ or Alteration , ma- 


nifeſt, that the Proprittie of ſuch things as had beene for- 
A3 N merly 


merly given, was not in l nor in the hands of the 
King, or State. | 

Secondly, The Kings and Queenes of Exglend, even in 
theſe Livings whereof they had the Patronage, did never 
before inftitution, or induction, take the profit of theſe 
1ythes, which fell in the time of their Vacancie , bur they 
were {cqueſtred to the uſe of the next Incumbent, If they 
bad Proprietie in any, here was the greateſt ſhew, in the Fus 
ces of their Patronage; yet, even in theſe, they claynied no 
{urther Proprietie but as other Patrons ;. neither did they 
appropriate theſe, without the conſent of the Biſhop and 
incumbent. | | 

Thirdly, The Incumbent had power, with their Biſhops 
and Patrons conſent, to alienate by Leaſe for many yeares, 
or to appropriate to ſome Houſe, or Corporation, the Tyzhez 
of their Rectorie, without the conſent of the People, or 
Land-holders, or without the conſent of the Parliament,or 
State, even as firmely as any Free- holder could doe his pro- 
per eſtate: which clearely ſheweth, that neither People nor 
State had any Proprietie in them; for if ſo, their conſent of 
neceſſitie mutt have beene required to ſuch an alienation. 

Fourthly, The Common. wealth of Exgland did in the 
times of Kings and Queenes lay clayme no otherwiſe to 
Tythez, that were in the hands of the Incumbents, then they 
did to the Nine parts belonging to ocher Free.holders ; 
making Lawes for che regulating and well-ordering of one, 
as well as the other: Which power. of theirs, in making 
Lawes, did no more take away the Proprietie from the In- 
cumbent, then it did from any Free-holder over whom they 
had the like power. 

Fifchly, It was never the intent of the Donours,to place 
the Proprietie of them in the hands of tlie State, but in the 
Incumbent: for if there had beene ſuch an intent, it would 
have beene either expreſſed, or 1 Appſtle ſpeaketh 
of it, as a Rule generally received: I it he but a mans Teſta- 
ment, if it be cenfirmed , no man diſanulletb , or addeth thereto, 
Gal. 3. 15. The Oath which Joſepb in his Will charged the 
Irraeli ta withall ; though theſe perfons might be _ to 

whom 


(5 
whom the Oath was given bee was borne ſixtie 


five yeares after the ath, Ideth himſel fe bound to fulfill 
itz the Holy-Ghoſt rendring it as a Reaſon , why Moſes 
tooke the Bones of 2 with him, becauſe he had ſtraiiiy 
ſworne the children of Tſrael thereto, Exod. 13. 19. Vea; this Will 
of his, the Holy-Ghoſt calleth a Command , Heb. 11. 22. 
Oh, let men be tender of doing. injurie to the Wills of the 
dead, as they would have others to be tender of fulfilling 
their Wills when as they are dead, 

III. Proprietie of Hebe- is in the hands of the In- 
cumbent. 

Firſt, Incumbents had actuall poſſeſſion given them in 
all Ages of the Rights, Profits, and Emoluments belonging 
to their Rectories; or Vicarages, as punctually by In- 
duction, as other Free-holders had of their Free- holds: 
againſt which, in caſe of controverſie to the Clerke, though 
preſented by the King or Queene of Englands Mondamus, 

et there was a Returne made of Eccleſiz plena, and he muſt 
bring a Rucre Impedit, and he could not have by Law lnſti- 
tution, or Induction, untill the former Incumbent was 
legally cje&ed out of that pofſeſion , which he had ſome 
way or other unjuſtly obtained. 

Secondly, Incumbents of Livings had Voyces not onely 
in electing of their Clerkes of Convocation, but alſo with 
other Free-holders,in electing Knights for the Shire, though 
they had no other Free- hold, they alwayes being held and 
re oned as Free holders;as in our Times, even in Noribamp- 
tonſbire, was legally cleared. If other Free holders therefore 
have Proprietie to N me Parts, the Incumbent hath right to 
the Tenth, the quantitie no way altering the qualitie; his 
Proprietic being in one part equally as right, and as proper 
in him, as the Proprietie of the Free- holder in the other 
* pus 1 — him. 

raly, By all Acts of Parliament, the Incumben 
an equall right of Suing, either for their Tythes une 
tained, or for any other Treſpaſſes, as [mpropriators have 
for their Impropriations although Impropriators bought 
their Impropriations in as ample, or rather more ample 


manger 
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00 ere 
manner chen any purchaſer of the Abbey Lands, to which 
they were appropriated : the Abbey Lands and Nunneries, 
and others of the like nature, being onely once bought, and 
payd for; but many of thoſe by a ſecond ſurvey, the pur- 
chaſers that bought them as appropriated to their Man- 
nors,were after conſtrained to buy againe by a more parti- 
cular purchaſe. Shall wee condemne the wiſedome of all 
— 4 Parliaments, which have generally given power, 
in cate of detaining Tyther to the Incumbent , to Sue as a 
Right in his one name, and affirme he hath no Proprietie 
in them, no due claime to them, which by Parliamentarie 
Lawes the Incumbent Sueth for in his one name, as for his 
owe proper goods? 

Fourthly, Parliamients have given treble Coſts and Dam- 
mages againſt thoſe, which contrarie to Law detaine Tythes 
trom Incumbents, whether Impropriators or others. Shall 
wethink they have no Proprietic in that,to which our Law 
by Acts of Parliament ſince Hen the eighth alloweth them, 
in caſe of injurie offered them in their Iytbei, a treble ſatis- 
tation, when as others have but a ſingle? Surely, theſe Par- 
liaments which made theſe Acts knew they had a Proprietie 
in them, otherwiſe they would not have given greater Dam- 
mages to them then they did give to other Free-holders, 

which (all acknowledge) have Pcoprietie in their eſtates. 
Fikhly, Kings and Queenes of England required their 
Taxes of them, uſually called Subfidies, no otherwiſe then 
they did of other Free-holders ; which Taxes, or Subfidies, 
they gave to the maintenance of tke Common-wealth by 
the Clerkes of Convocation , whom they elefted as other 
Free · ho!ders did their Subſidies, by the Parliament-men 
whom they choſe. If. the Proprietie of their eſtate had not 
been in their owne hands, it would not have been a Subſidie 
which they had given, but a Rent- charge, or part of the Re- 

venue of the State which they had reſtored. | 

Sixtly, Tythes were long agoe bounded by our Anceſtors, 
and had the Proprietic intended by the firſt Donours, to the 
Miniſter; they ought not therefore to be alienated,contrarie 
to the intent of the Donour, from the Miniſter. For _ 
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Gods Law giveth a ſtrict 9 altering any Ci- 


vill Right in this or in the like kind, Prov. 22. 28. Remove · not 
ibe antient Bound which thy Futbers have ſet. | 


1. Thrfe which Petition to take away Tyrhes from In. 
cumbenti, or Impropriators, endevour to remove that Civill 
Bound which their Fathers have ſet ; which, in mans Civill 
Right oughe not to be done: | 
. Eſpecially ſeeing that there was a Vow,or Oath;going 
along'in all theſe Donations, as Hiſtorians ſhew : For che 
ſame wiſe man will tell you, It is 4 Snare to devoure that which 
i holy, and after V owes to make enquirie, Prov. 20. 25. The Gi- 
beonites, which were Nethinims, the loweſt kind of Miniſte: s 
in Gods Houſe, when Saal tooke nor onely their Lives, but 
their Lands from their Children, their inheritance bcirg 
much in the Lot of the Tribe of Benjamin, (as ye may { e 
5 25,26,28. with Job. 9. 17.) Saul owne Tribe; he 

reale to the Children of Iſrael ſlew them, 2 Sam. 2 1. 2. to 
make the Gibeonites to ceaſe from remaining in any of the 
Coaſts of I/#2el,2 Sam. 21. 5. God: which never required par- 
ticularly the bloud of the Prieſts at Sauli hands, whom he 
ſlew in like manner as he did the Gibeoniteryx Sam. 22. 18,19. 
yet maketh inquiſition for the bloud of Gibeon even in Sauls 
Chiidrens time, and fortie yeares aſter requireth juſtice to 
de done on the poſteritie of Saul, who would have cut off 
the eſtate, and rooted out the poſteritie of Gzbeor, That Vow 
which 1/-2els fore. fathers (although wich a great deale of 
infirmitic) had made to them, tyeth the poſtericie of Iſrael to 
fulfill it five hundred yeares after; and 2 ſmarts in their 
poſterĩt ie, and Saul in his poſteritie for the breach thereof. 

3. There was a Curſe added to thoſe that removed the 
anclent Land- mark, even by God himſelfe to Iſrael, as Moſes 
ſhewerh, Dent. 27. 17. and by the Donours of Tythes in Eng- 

land, as Hiſtorians ſhew. | 

And ſurely, as a continued ſeries of meccifull Ats of Di- 
vine Providence do maniſeſt à good Cauſe, with which they 

along; As in Gods proſpering our Forces by Sta and 
and, if we be not wilfully blind, we may ſee, and acknow- 
ledge the wonderfull diſpenſations of God, which he hath 
B wrought: 
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wrought for the-Nation, which call for thankfull acknovw- 
ledgemen ts from a people ſo mightily holpen, and are ſtrong 
encouragements to us to depend on him for the future, in 
the worke he hath begun amongſt us: So certainely, on the 
contrary, a continued, ſcrie of direfull Ads of Providence 
doe oft accompanie, if. not manifeſt an evill Cauſe. And 
ſurely it is not to be ſlighted, but rather ſeriouſly to be 
weighed, how the God of Heaven from time to time hath 
blafted the endeavours of thoſe States, Princes, Common- 
wealths,and Parliaments, that have thus alienated Tythes to 
other maintenance then of Miniſters, to which by their An- 
ceſtors Wills they were formerly deſigned. What Proteſtant 
Prince, or . in our dayes, or in the dayes 
of our Fathers, ever take them into their one Coffers, for 
che payment of Souldiers, or other uſes, that did in conclu- 
lion gaine any thing thereby? The Lord be pleaſed to keepe 
off ſuch extremities from our Common- wealch, as they haye 
fallen into. 
| ſhall firſt inſtance in Holland, which is neere us in lituati. 
on, though remote from us in affection: They ſixtie yeares 
agoe, and upwards, tooke away part of that maintenance 
which their tore-fathers had given to the maintenance of the 
Miniſters of Gods publike worſhip, and ſet ic apart to the 
maintenance of their Warres: and — they not had Warres 
ever ſince to maintaine? Neither would that which they thus 
took, maintaine their Warres, but the Charges thereof grew 
ſo on them, that the Exciſes and Taxes of Holland farre ex- 
ceeded theſe in our Countrey they being oft neceſſitated to 
keepe an Armie of ſiætie thouſand horſe and foot, beſidos 
their Sea-Navie. And yet how have their Bounds at heme 
been ſtraĩtned, that have ſtraitned the Minifters maintenance? 
Vea, what Loſſes by Warre in their Territories did they ſince 
undergoe, by a totall Loſſe of their principall Province of 
Flandert, and their head Citie Antwerpe ,, and other party of 
their Countrey? Vet being now lifted up with pride & ſelſe- 
confidence, they go abaut to take away Englond: Right alſo, 
who have formerly, with a great expence of Treaſure, and of 
Bloud, maintained theirs.: And they fill endeavouring on 
| the 
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the Miniſters maintenance, to maintaipe even theſe Warres 
of cheirs, which being unjuſt, doe therefore come from their 
axe 40 4- 2. How hath the good hand of the Lord 
gone along with us, to the puniſhing of them, wich whom 
we would willingly have joyned in a League of brotherly 
love and amitie? , © . 

Frederick, Pr, EleRor Palatine, tooke away Tyibe from the 
Miniftrie for the like end : And did not he, and his, loſe all 
their Countrey for neere thirtie yeares together? yea, ſome 
of his Rights and Priviledges are ſo totally taken from his 
Poſteritie, that in probabilitie none of his heires can ever be 
able to recover them: Yea,it I be not miſ-informed, after he 
tooke the Miniſters maintenance in Bebrmis into his owne 
hands, payd theni well the firſt yeare, indifferent well the 
ſecond yeare, in the third yeare the Emperour com- 
meth and foupeth all away trom him and them. And 
how doth his tonne now feele the want of Miniſtcrs in the 
Palatinate ? 

But to Icave theſe foreign examples to come ncerer howe: 
Henq the eighth, who was an exact Modell of Ty rannie, in 
why.e Acts you may ſce a large Map of Tyrannicall Oppreſ- 
ſtont / of all forts : He tooke Impro; riafions.and ſold them; 
the value of which Impropriations, togecher wich Abbey 
Lands, and others of the like nature, to which they vere an- 
pexed, might be rec oned to be the fourth part of Ex gl: 
yet in a few yearcs after died ſo poore, that he was not able 
at his death to give his two Daughters in readie Money ten 
thouſand pound a piece to their Portion, but. left ãt to be 
payd but of the Revenues, that came into his Exchequer ; 
albeit in his Daughters. time, many Citizens in London, and 
others, did give farre greater Porcions with their Daughters. 
Yea, it was the obſervation of a Knight, who ſayth to this + 
effect: I know not bow it commeth to paſſe, yet I find is t. beſoth. : 
Henry ibe eighth and his Pofteritie reigned oely ſo many yeares in 
England; aſier tbe paſſing away of Impropri asian, « Nebuchad- 
nezzar and bis Poſleritie reigned in Babylon, after tbe taking 
away the Veſſels of tbe Temple, , . 

2- As for the Parliament that paſſed them away, ic was 
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chat which'a man of God was wont e ſays I have heard 
it trom the moutir df: one of hn Congergution/ Therrbe Pate 
liamm of England «fte#theypoſſed i, through Henry the 
eighths infligetion, the Improprietions'; loſt eheir owne Purliamen- 
gerie Priviledges. Thisweal know;Parliament-Priviledges 
and its Power,were afterwards ſo broken and loſt, that til 
of late they could never be regained, and chen wich the ex- 
pence of a peer deale of Bloud and Treuſure. 

3. The Purchaſers that bought them of Hey the eighth, 
how few of their- Poſteritie enjoy theſe Impropriations 
which their Fathers purchaſed ? Of thoſe Thouſands that 
were then ptirchaſed,there are not Hundreds in the hands of 
the Heires of the firſt Purchaſers. We might inſtance in many 
Impropriations, which have changed their Owners nigh a 

. dozen times; yea, many of them felling them, not through 
delice of gaine, to purchaſe greater eſtates, but through ne- 
ceſſitie to ſatisſie thoſe Debts, which after they had purchaſed 
them, they did run into. The obſervation whereof, moved a 
man of God to think and averre, Had it not bees for tbin any 
a faire Family bad at this day ſtood, which is now ruinated. 

4. The tyrannicall Biſhops of our times, who would ra- 
ther haye poore Miniſters then good, hindred the buying in 
of Impropriations, by the Feoffees entruſted to that pur- 
poſe : Theſe took the Money into their owne Coffers, which 
was given by the Minifters. And did not the hand of God 
goe out again? them afterwards, befooling them in all their 
Counſels and Lindertakings in England and Scotland # They 
quickly loſt their owne' ef ety willch Bor onely bindred in 
the buying of thefe, but alfo tooke'the'benefit of that Money; 
into their owne hands: And ſurely iris remarkable, that we 
reade in the New Teftament but of few: judgements that the 
Lord inflicted on ungodly men that lived in the Pale of the 
Church; the Lord in Goſpel- times detighting to walke in 
his Church in a way of Mercie rather then in a way of Jadg= 
ment: Yet there is mention made: of Auma and S aphira, 
which brengbt s certaine part of the price of the p ſſeſton, ana iq 
it at the Apoſtles feet, AQ. 5. 1, 2. When as they had conſecra- 
red,by their owne gift, the whole. Theſe were by the * 
— 4 0 
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of Gods juſtice truck dead, as invadets of Gods right, from 
—.— id pare oralip uff art: ſb the word Lignifierh, 
Thus we fee it is dangerom clipping of that, which eicher 
we, or others, have ſer Gods ſtampe on. 
But ir is objected, + 

Objed. 1. The payment of Hibes ina grievous o u. 

Anu. But this ks onely objected, but not proved. For where 
is the oppreſſion, when as the one receiveth no more then was 
firſt given out before the other purchaſed; & the Free- holder 
enjoyeth as much az he or his Anceſtors ever purchaſed? _, 

- Surely, if this maintenance were diſannulled, and the Mi- 
niſter maintained by Taxes(as ſome deſire) this haply might 
carry in ſome mens eſtates ſome colour of oppreſſion with it; 
but when as it was ſet out long before any Free-holders e- 
Rate was purchaſed,there can be no ſhew of oppreſlien in it. 

Beſides, theſe men that Petition againſt Tythes as an oppreſ- 
ſion, doe not they ignorantly deſire to expreſſe two hundred 
thouſand in their total maintenance, and the greater part of 
the poor of the Land in ſome part of their maintenance, and 
many of the Gentry in the rights annexed to their Mannors? 

For 1. If there be above ten thouſand Families of Miniſters 
that live upon Tytber, and foure or five thouſand Impropria- 
tors, the greateft part of whoſe — — is che benefit of 
their Improprĩationt; and many of theſe maintaine, befides 
— 1 ſome — ſome two, — three, ſome more Fa- 
milies, b i epoore Mafter in continual] imploy- 
ment. 80 thats — — the totall preſent — — 
nance taken away ſrom thirtie or three and thirtic thouſand 
Families , which if but fix in a Family, the number will a- 
mount nigh to two hundred thouſand perſons, that would 
be greatly oppreſſed, if not totally ruined thereby, _ 
2. Belides the loſſe of — which Patrons would 


truſted by be 
over which they were int ruſted, and had the Proprietie af 
Patronage committed to them. 4 
3. Would not che poore * ſuffer loſſe, though the 
21. 1 3 eyes 
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eyes of many of them are not yet open to ſee it? They count 
in moſt common fields, and I think not amiſſeghat their very 
— 1s be a third pare as much aſter the'Tythe, as aſter 
e reſt of the Crop. They may live foure or five miles from 
a Market; whither camthey goe in many'places to buy Corn, 
but to the Minilter , who doth oft furniſh their necetlities ? 
yea, ſome of them under the Market, and that without readie 
Money; befides the ſtraw, and other benefits, which if once 
out of the Minĩſters hands, the poore would quickly groane 
under the loſſe that they ſnould receive thereby ; which now 
they feare not, becauſe they doe not feele it. Oh, let it befarre 
from the Governours of our Land to ena that, which might 
occaſion God to have a Controverſie wich Eng/an/,as he had 
with-TIjr2:1, and to ſay of us as he did of Iadab; 1 looked for 
Julgement, but bebold Oppreſſion ; for Righteouſneſs, bus bebold 4 
Crie, I/2.5.7. For, if the Crie but of ane Labower which reapetb 
downe your Harv, for detaining of bis wages but a ſhort time, 
Dent.24. 14, 15. commeth into the eares of tbe Lord of Hoſts, 
Jem.5. 4. Oh, what a loud noyſe will the Crie of ſo many 
Families of the Lords Labourers make in his carcs, when as 
ei: her their maintenance is totally taken away, or it is ſo 
firaitned that they cannot doe the Lords woek wich joy and 
delight, by reaſon of outward. Cares ? If this ſhould ever 
come to paſſe in this Land, my ſoule ſhould weepe in ſecret 
places, and mine eyes ſtould run-downe with teares day and 
night; not ſo much for the great outward loſſe that Gods 
Mmiſters would ſuſtaine, (for the great Houſe-keeper of the 
World could,and without doubt would provide forhis own 
ſervants in ſome place or other) but for the Parliament, for 
the Arme, for the Common; wealth, & for the pleaſant Land 
of my Nat ĩvitie, which are deare in mine eyes: For 1 ſhould 
have occaſion to feare, our Sbield would depart from us; and 
woe 10 u whin be departetb from ws, Heſ- G. 12. 
- Obje&.2. A great number dos Petition agai 1 8 
Ar. I wote, that through ignorance moſt of the people, 
ea, ſome of the chiefe Petitioners doe it: which number of 
cticioners (if they did Petition againſt. nothing elſe but 
Biber, not drawing in parties by joint: Petitioning for — 
0 * © neceſſarie 
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neceſſarie things)commeth £192 ſhort of the number ofthoſe 
that would be injured, by granting that they defire ; whereas 
if che · multitudes were ten thouland times more then are, 
that ſhould deſire it, if there were but one man oppreſſed, 
yet the Magiſtrate hath a ſtrict Law that binds him, t to 
follow « multitude to doe evil,nor ſo much as to ſpeał in a Cauſe, 
to decline after many to wreſt 7 1, Exod. 23. 2. 

"Obje4.3. But many of theſe would have — EO 
ſatisfied for, according to their value and worth. 

An{w. It is fit, that when as they part wich them, that they 
ſhould be ſatisfied for them: for they bought them of the 
Kings of this Land at dearer Rates then Abbey Lands, and 
other the like Lands, that were then purchaſed with them; 
and had them contirmed to them by Parliament: which 
maketh them by our Law as fully cheirs, as any Free-hold is, 
or as our Law can make them. 

Belides, theſe people know not what the value of Impro- 
priations it, who doe ſpeake of re-purchafing them: _ 

riations are judged to be twice as much in value, as all the 
arſonages and Vicarages that are in Miniſters hands, The 
Impropriations,which are about foure thouſand, there being 
ſcarce any Market Towne, ſew great Pariſhes, of which the 
ReQorie is not impropriated. Some are valued to be worth 
two thouſand a year Gate fifteen hundred, ſome a thouſand, 
— five hundred and foure hundred, the greater part two 
red, ſeœ under a hundred; which, if valued at two hun- 
dred a yeare one with another, they come to eight hundred 
thouſand a yeare, which at ten yeares purchaſe oalyamoun- 
teth to eight millions; which would require more then five 
yeares Tax and Exciſe to re-purchaſe; where Pariſhes, whoſe 
Ththes are not impropriated,would think it an injury to them 
to joyn in a common Tax for re · purchaſing them, which ne: 
ther they nor their poſteritie would have any benefic by. 
Objedt. 4. The maintenance which the Minifter hath, is 
too large. | | - ao 
 Anſw. 1, It is not ſo large as it was when our Anceſtors 
firſt gave them, neere two parts of three being impropriated, 


and appropriated, and ſo taken from the Miniſter. a 
ä 2. It 
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2. It is not a quarter ſo 119 as that maintenance wat, 
which the Lord himſelſe ſet out to che * the Fewer, 
for the maintenance of Fewiſ# Minifters , although there be 
neere halfe as many Families of Minifters in this Land, as 
there were perſons amongſt the Fewer, that were males: 
There being neere ten thouſand Pariſhes, belides Chappels, 
whoſe Families have their totall dependance on this maiace> 
nance; and there were but three and twentie thouſand per- 
ſons, that were males, from a moneth old, and upwards, 
Numb. 26. 62. And yet by the Lords owne particular allow- 
ance, and command, they had fortie eight Cities, with their 
Villages, and Suburbs, and Fields to moſt of them adjacent, 
reaching two thouſand cubits from. the walls of the Citie 
every way, Numb. 35. which portion of ground, if it had been 
layd together, would have been neere hand as good as their 
Lot for their ſmall Tribe came to. And for number of Ci- 
tics, their habitation was ſix times as large as ſome other 
Tribes, who had ſearce twentie Cities for fixcie thouſand, 
Joſb. 19. 700, 18. with Numb. 26. 

Beſides the firſt Ty be, the Jewes payd Firſt Fruits, and a 
ſecond Zythe, aud a heave- offering out of the Dough : All 
which amounted to above twentie one parts of an hundred, 
which was more thena fifth part of their whole Crop; bo- 
fides their part out of their Sacrifices, their Offerings, and 
their Vowes. So that I could eaſily demonſtrate , Jo the 
Levite, though not the fortieth perſon inTſ-aet,yert had above 
the fifth part of all the profits of the Land of Iſael: Inſo- 
much, as they had _—_— to rheir number, above 
eight times ſo — as the other Iſraeliter had, according to 
1 and all this by Gods owne particular com- 
mand. 1159 
* © Objet}, 5. Biber might be put into a common Treaſure, 
and more equally divided. 

Anſw. 1. The very Charge of gathering it into a common 
Treaſurie, at ten pound in a Pariſh , would be an hundred 
thonſand a yeare; which would be no gaine to the people, 
nor to the State, but a loſſe of the fifth =_ of the Miniſters 
maintenance; and the people, after all the great trouble of 
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the Parliament, would complaine of more inconveniences 
then now they he under. | 
2. Men would hardly be found faithfull, without further 

loſſe to the Miniſter, and to the people allo: There would be 
in the paying ot their Stipends, as there was in the paying of 
Augmentations, a great and juſt Complaint againſt ſome 
Oflicers by the Miniſters, who payd them in bad Money, or 
delayed them, ſo that they waſted their time, and eſtates, with 
unneceſſarie Journeyesʒ conſtraining them thereby, through 
neceſſitie, to the great diſhonour of the Parliament, to com- 
pound with them that payd them, and to take leſſe by farre 
then the State allowed them. And there would be in the 
gathering of Bibes by common Officers, many offences 
given to the people, as there was in gathering up Exciſe 
heretofore. | 

3- It doth not appeare that amongſt the Jene all the Mi- 
niſters received an equall maintenance, but rather the con- 
trarie; ſome receiving more, ſome leſſe. 

4+ For the Husbandman to pay it in Money, it would be 
farre worſe to him. 1 know many of them are better able to 
pay their Tjthes in kind in Harveſt, or at other times, when 
they are due, thento ſpare one halfe of tbe worth of it In 
Money, at or after that time. 

Object. 6. It wasa Judaicall Rite, and therefore not to be 
obſerved amongſt Chriſtians. 

Anſw. This argument would hold ſtrong, if they could 
prove paying of Iytheſ were a Ceremoniall Law, but it hol- 
deth neither in Judiciall nor in Morall Lawes, 

1. That this was not a Ceremoniall Law, is cleare : for, 
thoſe things which were ceremomi all were ſpadewes of things to come, 
but the Body is Chriſt, Col. 2. 17. Heb. 10. 1. Let any ſhew me any 
ceremonialitie of paying one of ten, more then one of ſeven, 
or the like, that pointeth out any thing in Chriſt, and I dare 
. appeale to his owne conſcience and judgement,it he doe not 
wilfully blind himſel fe, for his owne — thereof. 

2, If it were — Law, then the equit ie of that Law 
bindeth, as Platformes for States and Common - wealths, to 
conſtitute Lawes by. And indeed, what more equall Lawes 
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can man invent for the Government of a Common · Wealch, 
then theſe which the great Law - giver of the world hath pre. 
ſcribed as a patterne for Magiſtrates, at the leaſt to imitate? 
Albeic ſome thinke, yea, many of theſe that are Petitioners 
againſt Hibe (if 1 miſtake _ urge the ſtrict obſervation 

ot Judicial} Lawes in caſes of I heft, againſt the Lawes now 
in force, for putting Felons to death: 

3. If chey ſay they are Morall;there is then a greater Right 
then a meere Civill Right: But becauſe it is the Civill Right 
I have now undertaken to vindicate, I paſſe by this, as not 
pertaining to the Queſtion in hand; alt _ if that alſo 
were well handled,more would appeare for the Affirmative, 
then theſe that hold the Negative, in my opinion, could well 
anſwer. 

Object. 7. It is a Heatheniſh cuſtome, and not to be uſed of 
Chriſtians, 

Anſr. 1. 1 would know; why men call that Heatheniſn, 
which God enjoyned- his people before the Heathens tooke 
it up? 

> Wee it particularly a Heatbeniſh cuſtome in this Land? 
If they meane fo, this noteth according to them, that the 
Tenth was not in the peoples hand, not only ſince this Land 
profeſſed Chriſtianitie, but alſo in che time of Heatheniſme; 
and therefore have the leſſe cauſe of pleading againſt the 
paying thereof. 

3. If they meane it was generally a Heatheniſh cuſtome, 
in reſpect of all Nations: If this ſhould. be granted, this 
would not only hold forth a Civill Right, but al ſo a Morall 
Night; it being not only payd by the Fewer by Gods com- 
mand, but by the Heathens al ſo, hich for the moſt part were 
guided by the light of Nature. 

Object. 8. It is Antichriſtian, and Popilh,to pay Tythez. 

Anſw. It is not Tythes Civill Right only, but many of the 
great Truths of God that men goe about thus to blaſt. 

God forbid, but chat all Gods people ſhould heare Gods 
Call, and come our of Babel, and hate every Error which the 
Whore of Babylon hath brought forth: yet withall, let us 
learne from the Scriptures wiſely to diſtinguiſh a * 
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Soule-ſaving Truth Rane borroweth from them, and the 

Soule-defiroying Errors ſhe mingleth with them, A Gold- 
ſmuh will not caſt away his precious Metalls, becauſe of 
Droſſe that is mixt with them; neither let us caſt away any 

Truth of God thas Kome holdeth , becauſe ſhe hath blended 

it with Superſtition, and mixed ic with Error. And indeed it 

is one of the great Errors of the Times, with which men are 

led aſide with, to quarrell with Apoſtolicall Truths, becauſe 

Apoſtaticall Rome doth but corruptly hold them: as the 

Doctrine of God, of the Trinitie, of the hypoſtaticall Union 

of two Natures in Chriſt, of Redemption by the bloud of 
Chriſt ; that there is a Heaven, that there is a Hell, that there 

is a God; che uſing of the Prayer, called the Lords Prayer, 

the Magiſtracie, the Miniſterie, Ordination of Miniſters, di- 

ſtinction of Miniſters from the other people of God; Univer- 

lities, knowledge in humane Arts. Proprietic of eſtates in any 

man, Matrimoniall proprietie, all Schoole-Divinitic, all 

Syſtemes of Dirinitie, the Law, the whole Scriptures : in a 

word, any thing that croſſeth their fancie , is made Popiſh 

and Antichriſtian. 

Thus hath che Devill taught men to crie downeTruth,and 
to erie up Errors with the emptie notion of Antichriſtia- 
niſme, and to fright men from any Truth of God, or any 
Civill Right, by putting on it the ugly Vizard of miſhapen 
P Oper ie. 

Surely, if we layd any claimeto Tythes by the Popes Law, 
namely, rhe Canon Law, as the Papiſts doe, there might be 
fome juſt cauſe of branding it as Popiſh and Antichriſtian. 
But to ſay it is Ancichriſtian,who claim ic by the Law of the 
Land,which is grounded on reaſon, and hath a Law of God 
for its precedent, bewrayeth in them either groſs,ignorance, 
or wiltull ſtupidity. 

Objed. 9. Ihe Pepe challengeth che Right of all things gi- 
ven to the Church, to be in him; and the Right he had is re- 
volved on the State. 

Anſw, He that did exhalt himſelf above all that is called 
God, did alto de facto, claime this Right, that he might hold 


all in ſubjection to him, and he might have Authoritie over 
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them; who for the ſami& catwalk Right over Com- 
mon- wealths and Kingdùmes and over all whatſoever: Yer; 
J hape none amongſt us, that affect our Common-wealth, 
will ſay, chat he had de jure this, or any other Right in this 
Land, which he unjuſtly challenged. And therefore there can 
be no claime in or from him,who had no right thereto, 

Object. 10. It is unjuſſ, and unequall, for the people to pay 
Tythes,which is part of, their labour. | 

Anſw, 1. The Apoſtle telleth them, ſpeaking in che name 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 11. If we have ſumne 
nt you ſpirituall things , is it a great thing if weſhall reape- your 
carnal 8hings ? He inſtanceth in that, which the men of our 
time chiefely oppoſe as unjuſt. 

2. Is there in/uſtice in that Law, which hath the Law of 
God for a patterne? Are mans wayes equall, and ſhall the 
wayes of the God of Heaven be tinequall ? Oh, let not that 
proceed from the mouth of Chriftians, to charge that with 
injuſtice in any people, which Ged preſcribed to his-owne 
people as moſt juſt and equall. | 

Now the Lord of Heaven and Earth, in whoſe hands are 
the hearts of all men, who turneth them whither - ſoever he 
will, ſo direct the heart of this and of all other Parliaments 
of our Land, that they may not imitate Holland, and be guil- 
tie of that which Samuel (heweth ſhould be one of the ſinnes 
of Kings, 1 Sam. 8. 15. To take the tenth of their Seed, and of 
their Vineyard, and to give them to their officers and. ſervants : 
But that they may enact ſuch righteous Lawes amongſt us, 
that Judgement may run downe as waters, and Righteouſ- 
neſſe as a mightie ſtreame, that the Lord may delight to 
dwell 2 us, and that we may be a Crowne of Glory 
in the hand of the Lord, and a Royall Diademe in the hand 
of our God, that the Nations may ſee our Righteouſneſſe, 
and the Kings of the Earth our Glory. 


FINIS. 


